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1. Introduction
Project Elite Dance Academy is dedicated to creating a positive, supportive, and professional environment where students can develop their skills in dance while learning important values of respect, responsibility, and teamwork. This Behaviour and School Policy sets out the expectations for conduct within the academy, both in the classroom and in the wider school community. All students, staff, and visitors are expected to adhere to these guidelines to ensure that the academy remains a safe and respectful environment for everyone.

2. Purpose of the Policy
The purpose of this policy is to:
- Ensure that students and staff understand what is expected in terms of behaviour, attitudes, and conduct.
- Provide a clear set of guidelines for dealing with unacceptable behaviour.
- Promote positive, respectful relationships among students, staff, and others.
- Encourage students to demonstrate personal responsibility, self-discipline, and respect for others.
- Ensure a safe, productive, and supportive learning environment where all students can succeed.

3. Expected Behaviour
At Project Elite Dance Academy, the following behaviours are expected:
- Respect: Treating fellow students, staff, and visitors with respect, kindness, and consideration.
- Punctuality: Arriving on time for all classes and rehearsals.
- Commitment: Putting effort into each class, striving to do your best, and showing dedication to improving your skills.
- Responsibility: Taking responsibility for your actions, including following the academy's rules and caring for your personal belongings and any shared equipment.
- Safety: Following all safety guidelines during dance classes, rehearsals, and other academy activities.
- Teamwork: Collaborating with others in a supportive and positive way.
- Personal Appearance: Wearing the correct uniform or attire as required for class, including appropriate footwear.
- Respect for Property: Taking care of academy property, including dance floors, equipment, and other facilities.

4. Unacceptable Behaviour

The following behaviours are not acceptable at Project Elite Dance Academy:

- Disruptive Behaviour: Interrupting class or rehearsals, distracting others, or not following instructions from instructors.
- Bullying and Harassment: Any form of bullying, harassment, or discrimination based on race, gender, age, religion, disability, or other characteristics. This includes physical, verbal, or emotional abuse.
- Violence or Aggression: Fighting, threatening others, or any form of physical or verbal aggression.
- Defiance: Refusal to follow instructions, rules, or requests from staff members.
- Substance Abuse: The use or possession of illegal drugs, alcohol, or any other substances while at the academy or involved in academy-related activities.
- Damage to Property: Vandalizing or damaging academy property or the property of others.



5. Consequences of Unacceptable Behaviour
In order to maintain a positive learning environment, it is important that there are clear consequences for unacceptable behaviour. These are intended to encourage reflection, understanding, and improvement of behaviour. Consequences may include, but are not limited to:
- Verbal Warning: A reminder of the expectations and the opportunity for the student to correct their behaviour.
- Written Warning: If the behaviour continues, a written warning may be issued outlining the unacceptable behaviour and the need for improvement.
- Time-Out/Removal from Class: For more serious or repeated disruptive behaviour, the student may be asked to leave the class for a designated time to reflect on their actions. This will be followed by a meeting with the student and their parent/guardian to discuss the issue.
-Suspension: In cases of more serious or repeated breaches of the policy, the student may be temporarily suspended from attending classes or events.
- Permanent Expulsion: In extreme cases (e.g., violent behaviour, bullying, or repeated violations of the code of conduct), the student may be permanently expelled from the academy.

*Note: Any incident of bullying, harassment, or violence will be dealt with seriously and may result in immediate suspension or expulsion.

6. Communication and Support
- Parental Involvement: Project Elite Dance Academy believes in working closely with parents and guardians to ensure students are supported in maintaining good behaviour. Any serious concerns regarding a student's behaviour will be communicated with the student's parents or guardians.
- Student Support: If a student is struggling with behavioural or emotional issues, they will be offered support through appropriate measures. We encourage students to speak openly with their instructors or designated staff members if they are facing difficulties.
- Open Dialogue: Students are encouraged to speak up if they feel they are being treated unfairly or if they are having difficulty with their peers or instructors. There is always someone available to help.

7. School Environment
The academy will work to create an environment where students feel safe, supported, and motivated to do their best. This includes:
- Inclusive Atmosphere: Emphasizing inclusion, respect, and equality. Discrimination or exclusion of any kind will not be tolerated.
- Safety Protocols: Clear safety protocols for physical activity, including warm-up and cool-down routines, proper use of equipment, and ensuring safe physical spaces for dance and acrobatics.
- Zero Tolerance for Bullying: The academy has a strict policy of zero tolerance for bullying. Any form of bullying will be dealt with promptly and seriously, with appropriate consequences.
- Positive Reinforcement: The academy values positive reinforcement and will recognize students who consistently demonstrate excellent behaviour, commitment, and progress.

8. Dress Code and Personal Appearance
- Students are expected to wear the correct attire for their specific dance style, which includes appropriate dancewear and footwear.
- Hair should be tied back and secured during classes to ensure safety.
- Jewellery should not be worn during classes unless it is for medical reasons.
- The academy uniform (where applicable) must be worn during performances and special events.

9. Attendance and Punctuality

- Attendance: Regular attendance is vital for progress. Students must inform the academy in advance if they will be absent for any reason, such as illness or family commitments.  
*Note: If a student has a legitimate reason for absence (e.g., illness), they should inform the school in advance, and makeup classes may be available in certain circumstances. 


10. Social Media and Online Behaviour
Students should be aware that their online behaviour (on social media, forums, etc.) can affect their reputation and the reputation of the academy. The following guidelines apply:

- Respect Online: Students should treat others with the same respect online as they would in person.
- Privacy: Students should not post videos or photos from classes or events without permission from the academy or others involved.
- Academy Social Media: Students must follow any social media guidelines set by the academy, especially in relation to the sharing of content.

11. Conclusion
Project Elite Dance Academy is committed to providing a positive, respectful, and supportive environment for all students. This Behaviour and School Policy is in place to ensure that all students are able to learn and grow in a safe and productive environment. By working together, students, staff, and parents can create a community where everyone can thrive.

If you have any questions or concerns regarding this policy, please contact Lucy Chilton at info@projectelitedance.co.uk.
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